
Applying list styles
List styles define properties such as indentation, numbering style (for example, 1,2,3; a,b,c; or 
bullets), and punctuation after the number, but they do not by themselves define properties such 
as font, borders, text flow, and so on. The latter are properties of paragraph styles.

Although you can apply list styles using the Styles menu or the Styles deck in the Sidebar, those 
methods are not recommended.

Whenever possible, use paragraph styles for creating bulleted and numbered lists. Writer comes 
with two sets of paragraph styles for this purpose. It is recommended to use list styles and 
paragraph styles together in these ways:

• Use paragraph styles List 1, List 2, List 3, and so on for creating bulleted lists. These 
styles use Bullet list styles.

• Use paragraph styles Numbering 1, Numbering 2, Numbering 3, etc, for creating 
numbered lists. These styles use the list styles called Numbering 1, Numbering 2, etc. 

Writer has several predefined list styles, which use different bullet symbols or number sequences
(123, abc, ABC, and so on). As with any style, you can redefine the properties of these styles, for 
example the numbering or bullet symbol and the indentation. You can also define other list styles 
in these series or create your own series. For more information, see Chapter 9, Working with 
Styles. Much more information about list styles is in Chapter 12, Lists: Tips and Tricks.

Applying table styles
Table styles define properties such as the font, paragraph spacing, number of columns, borders, 
and background color.

To apply a table style, position the cursor anywhere in the table, go to the Styles deck on the 
Sidebar, choose Table Styles, then double-click the name of a style on the list.

See Chapter 13, Tables of Data, for information on creating a table style.

Creating and modifying styles

Writer provides many predefined styles, which are useful when sharing a document to another 
machine, especially one with a different language version of LibreOffice, but you may find that 
they do not fit your preferences. You can modify the predefined styles or build your own library of 
custom styles to use in addition to or in place of the predefined ones.

Note

New styles you create or changes you make to an existing style are available only 
within the document they belong to. Styles always stay with a document.

If you want to reuse modified or new styles in other documents, either save the 
styles in a template (see Chapter 10, Working with Templates) or copy the styles into
the other documents, as described in “Load Styles (from a template or document)” 
on page 176.

Writer offers these mechanisms to modify both predefined and custom (user-created) styles:

• Create or update a style from a selection

• Load or copy styles from another document or template

• Change a style using the Style dialog

• Use AutoUpdate (paragraph and frame styles only)

• Use AutoFormat (table styles only); see Chapter 13, Tables of Data
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