
Hidden sections
Hidden sections are like hidden paragraphs, but they can include more than one 
paragraph, for example, a heading plus one or more paragraphs. However, a section 
cannot contain less than a paragraph, so you cannot use this method for single words or 
phrases. The contents of a hidden section behave just like the contents of any other part of 
the document, but you can specify a condition under which the section is not displayed or 
printed. In addition, you can password protect a section.

Plan your conditional content
Conditions are what programmers call logical expressions. You must formulate a logical 
expression for each condition because a condition is always either true (met) or false (not met). 
You can use the same condition in many places in your document, for different types of 
conditional content.

To make conditional content work, you need to:

1) Choose or define a variable.

2) Define a logical expression (condition) involving the selected variable.

Choose or define a variable
You can use the following variables in your condition:

• User-defined variables

• Predefined LibreOffice variables, which use statistical values from the document 
properties

• User data

• Database field contents—for example, from your address book

You cannot use internal variables (for example, page number, or chapter name) to formulate 
conditions.

Define a logical expression (condition) involving the variable
The condition compares a specified fixed value with the contents of a variable or database field.

To formulate a condition, use the same elements as you would to create a formula: operators, 
mathematical and statistical functions, number formats, variables, and constants. The possible 
operators, and many examples of use, are given in the Help; look in the index under Defining 
Conditions and conditional. You can define quite complex expressions, but in most cases a 
simple condition will do the job.

Create the variable
To create the variable, you can use choices found on the DocInformation, Variables, and 
Database tabs of the Fields dialog.

DocInformation fields
“Using document properties to hold metadata and information that changes” on page 366 
described how to set up a custom document property. You can use that document property as the
variable in your condition statement.

User-defined variable field
To set up a variable or user field:

1) Place the cursor where you want the field to be inserted.

2) On the Fields dialog, select the Variables tab (Figure 401.
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